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Introduction
▪ Karawang Regency is known as the "paddy granary" of West Java, contributing

to national rice self-sufficiency. The existence of Karawang Regency as a
"paddy granary" was threatened by the development of the industrial sector
and the growth of settlements, which led to the conversion of paddy fields.

▪ The function of traditional ceremonies is not only to preserve tradition but also
to maintain the productivity of paddy cultivation. Traditional ceremonies
continue to exist despite the passage of time. In the current digital era, the
values of mutual assistance and environmental preservation contained in
these traditional ceremonies have become important local knowledge and
socio-cultural capital for national development.



Literature Review
Publications related to paddy rituals in Karawang Regency have been
written previously, including Nurfitriani (2012); Agustina, Ina Helena, and
Nadia Putri Pratiwi (2018); Ramadhani, Kholisul Irfan, and Aisyah Nur
Sayidatun N. (2020); Chofyan, Ivan, Uton Rustan, and Asep Hariyanto
(2016); Amrullah (2019); and Sigit Widiatmoko (2021).

Some of the writings above are still fragmentary works and discuss one
side of the paddy ritual in Karawang. So far, no one has thoroughly
discussed the changes and sustainability of the paddy ritual. This paper
wants to see, from a more integrative perspective, some of the rituals
that are still developing. The novelty of this paper lies in its attempt to
place the paddy ritual in the context of a cultural preservation strategy
in Karawang.



Method
This study employs qualitative research methodologies based on descriptive
analysis. The data collection methods include interviews, observations, and
literature reviews.

In Karawang Regency, interviews were conducted with cultural activists. In
addition, analysis of real-world documentation is employed.

Through the analysis of actual documentation, the classified data is then
confirmed to the community to what extent the existence and evolution of the
paddy ritual can be observed in terms of social categories and functions.

Pokok Pikiran Kebudayaan Daerah (Regional Cultural Minds) is one of the
most critical data sources for cultural preservation in the Karawang
Regency. This document describes the condition of Objects for
Advancement of Culture (OPK) in Karawang, as well as the problems and
strategies for advancement of culture there.

The datasets were then subjected to qualitative analysis. Essentially,
qualitative analysis is the process of determining what the data means by
simultaneously reducing the amount of data, presenting the data, and
drawing conclusions or levers.



Findings and Discussion
The Nyalin ritual is held as an expression of gratitude when harvest time
arrives by harvesting some paddy stalks that are considered suitable
for the next planting of seeds.

The Babarit(an) ritual is a form of gratitude for the welfare of the village
in the form of adequate food and drink and a request to be free from
various disasters and epidemics.

Kalagumarang is symbolized as a rat pest that threatens the life of Dewi
Sri. The rituals are attached to the Karawang peasant's environment.

The sustainability of the paddy ritual is not without change. Changes in
the environment and spatial planning occur due to development and
industrialization. This condition has an impact on changes in cultural
values in society.

The value of individualism slowly helps the spirit of gotong royong.
Pragmatism begins to change the attitude of empathy. Economic
orientation fades social value. This situation is the consequence of a
transitional society experiencing a crisis in the theory of thought. On the
one hand, set foot in the traditional realm, but on the other hand, tread
on the modern world.

The Nyalin ritual

Babaritan

Kalagumarang



Paddy rituals need to be preserved with appropriate and targeted
conservation strategies. Research paths are needed to see patterns
of continuity and change.

Likewise, documentation and digitization must be put forward as
learning and transmitting values to the community. The
documentation and digitalization of the paddy ritual as Intangible
Cultural Heritage (WBTB) need to be done so that this traditions
does not become extinct.

The integration of the vision of developing Karawang culture into
the concept of tourism and regional empowerment based on a
creative economy would be able to support the welfare of
peasants.

Finally, strengthening the village for the advancement of culture in
order to strengthen institutions, communities and societies that
support the paddy ritual in Karawang.



Conclusion
▪ In the Karawang community, paddy rituals such as nyalin, babarit, kalagumarang are

still sustainable. The rituals that aimed to glorify Dewi Sri as a bearer of fertility is still alive
in the agrarian tradition of the farming community. This ritual continues from generation
to generation.

▪ The paddy Rituals strengthens the sustainability of paddy production. Not only do they
maintain productivity and support environmental sustainability, but there are cultural
values that bind farmers to their fields. Planting is not only to provide welfare, as a calling
that already exists but from from down the generations.

▪ Therefore, there needs to be a conservation roadmap so that the paddy ritual not only
survives but can strengthen social cohesion and contribute to the welfare of the
supporting community.
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