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Introduction
Folktales can be used as a means to teach character education to 
students
Like other folktales such as myths and legends, Folktales have 
similar elements of stories between regions, countries, and ethnic 
groups
Many folktales with Cinderella-esque stories in various parts of the 
world (Friedman, 2010; Yang, 2014)
One of them is Bawang Merah Bawang Putih and Kongjwi Patjwi
In this study the author wants to compare both folktales, and the 
character education contained therein.



Literature Review
Bawang Merah Bawang Putih comes from 

the life of the Indonesian who cannot 
separate from the spices of shallots and 
garlic. The character of Bawang Merah 
(shallots) is evil because if sliced, it can 
make the eyes feel spicy to the point of 

tears, while Bawang Putih (garlic) is good 
because garlic does not cause spicy to the 

eyes when sliced. Colour also symbolize 
meaning; red and white in Bawang Merah 

Bawang Putih also represent the 
Indonesian flag. Red means brave, and 

white means holy. The character of Bawang 
Merah is brave, and the character of 
Bawang Putih is innocent and never 

commits an evil deed (Setyorini, 2020).

Kongjwi comes from the word Kong which 
means beans, and jwi means to obtain. This 

naming is because Kongjwi's mother was 
blessed with a child after praying at the 

temple behind the bean garden. In 
comparison, Patjwi comes from the word 

pat, a bag of red beans and jwi, rat. In 
Korean culture, rats are considered vermin 

for beans grown by farmers. Another 
opinion also states that Kongjwi Patjwi 

means beans and red beans. In Korean 
culture, growing beans is more effortless 
than growing red beans, requiring more 
special attention from farmers—Kongjwi, 

who can live independent, while Patjwi life 
depends on Kongjwi and his mother (Yang, 

2014).

Comparative literary analysis is a most 
suited method for examining two disparate 

folktales because folktales share many 
similarities, such as recurring themes 

(Miah, 2019). Praptwi (2017) asserts that 
Comparative literature highlights the 
resemblance and bond between two 

literature from a different languages to 
countries. 



Method
Descriptive Qualitative and library research

four stages of analysis using comparative literature,
including: (1) examining one another's literary works, (2)
categories that examine the theme of the work literature, (3)
categories that analyze movement or marking tendencies a
civilization, and (4) a comparative analysis of genre one with
other genres, which was started by analyzing the data, then
described through structured writing.

1. Reading the selected books
2. selecting two stories as research objects
3. Reading and understanding the two folklores,
4. looking for references from various scientific 

journals and books, 
5. conducting analysis in accordance with the 

formulation of the problem and objectives, 
6. describing the results of the analysis, 
7. making conclusions.



Findings and Discussion*

Theme
Character and Characterization
Bawang Putih, Bawang Merah, Stepmom, Father, Carp, and Prince
Plot
Setting
Moral Value

Intrinsic Elements of Bawang Merah Bawang Putih



Findings and Discussion*

Theme
Character and Characterization
Kongjwi, Patjwi, Choi Manchun (Kongjwi Father), Kongjwi Mother, Mrs.
Bae (Stepmom), Cow, Frog, Bird, Fairy, Magistrate, Magistrate 
assistant, Old Women
Plot
Setting
Moral Value

Intrinsic Elements of Kongjwi Patjwi



Findings and Discussion*
Difference and Similarities Between Two Story

• The Main Character Lost His Mother
• The Main Character's Father Marries A Widow With One 
Child
• Bawang Merah and Patjwi are depicted as evil and annoying 
characters
• Bawang Putih and Kongjwi are described as beautiful and 
kind characters
• There are Animals that help the main character
• Both ended happily

• Bawang Merah Bawang Putih is simpler just a 
house, garden, and pond. Meanwhile, Kongjwi 
Patjwi was in the house, the fields, the kitchen, the 
village hall, and the house of the village head.
• The supporting animals in Bawang Merah Bawang 
Putih are only goldfish, while Kongjwi Patjwi have 
oxen, frogs and birds
• the fate of the mother and child ended differently



Character Education Contained in 
Two Story
religious, honest, tolerant, disciplined, hard work, creative, independent, democratic,
curiosity, national spirit, love the homeland, appreciate achievements, friendly/communicative, peace-loving, love to read, care for
the environment, social care and responsibility.

Religious, Honest, Hard Work, Independent, Social Care, Responsible



Conclusion

• There are both similarities and differences in story
structure and cultural elements. Difference between the
two stories, especially in the ending part of the story.

• Character Education contained in two story is Religious,
Honest, Hard Work, Independent, Social Care,
Responsible
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