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Introduction
Folk stories that developed in Lampung generally raised the theme of the origin 
of a place, the origin of a society, and the origin of creatures in the universe. 
There are many stories spread in Lampung Province with various variations. 
The folklore contains values that reflect the richness of the soul, philosophy, 
character, and civilizational environment that have been formed and nurtured 
in tradition.Lampung culture is rooted in local wisdom preserved by the 
ancestors of the Lampung tribe. The creation of myths as a way to establish a 
relationship with the universe. The myth remains alive as an effort to preserve 
nature, especially for the people of Lampung.



Literature Review
Myth, as it is generally understood, is a narrative about magical or heroic creatures traditionally 

handed down through oral tradition, and related to the spiritual life of a community which is 

legitimized by community leaders and indigenous peoples who try to keep it preserved with a 

specific purpose. Along with the oral storytelling, the details of the story slowly change and are 

made more fantastic. Often they feature fantastic animals with amazing, magical or 

supernatural elements (Simpson, 2000:254)This narrative about supernatural beings certainly 

has a function. Joseph Campbell (1988) states that myth has four main functions: 1. mystical 

function, namely to interpret the awe of the universe; 2. cosmological function to explain the 

shape of the universe's living environment; 3. sociological function, namely to support and 

justify the management of certain social orders; 4. pedagogical function, namely how to live life 

as a human under any conditionsEliade (1963) argues that one of the important functions of 

myth is to create a model of behavior that can draw closer to God.



Method
This study took four observation points, namely Central Lampung 
Regency, West Lampung Regency, Way Kanan Regency, and West 
Tulangbawang Regency. The research method uses descriptive 
analysis method. The steps were carried out in two ways, namely 
literature study by searching for folklore reference sources and at 
the informant's house by conducting an interview process. The 
researcher was present directly at the informant's house and 
conducted interviews based on the interview guidelines that had 
been prepared and recorded the folk tales told or spoken by the 
informants.



The mythical animal in the folklore of Tulang Bawang Barat

1.Crocodile Demon: according to local folklore, the crocodile demon is the embodiment of a 
magical human who was cursed to become a crocodile and is still alive today. The stealth 
crocodile lives in Batanghari Waykiri and likes to attack fishermen or anyone who crosses the 
Waykiri River.

2. Stump Crocodile: Crocodile stump is an ancestral crocodile that is said to be half human half 
crocodile. The crocodile will appear when the weather is hot rain. The crocodile can only be 
seen by certain people. The Pagardewa people believe that the crocodile is the guardian of the 
Tulangbawang River that passes through Pagardewa.

3.Caterpillar Demon: A caterpillar that transforms into a man and preys on the wife he marries

4.Dragon: mythical as a creature who likes to help and hates evil behavior. As a tribute to the 
majesty of the dragon, the people of Tulangbawang Barat built an icon named Tugu Ratu. The 
dragon is considered one of the strengths of the King and Queen in leading the kingdom to 
achieve power.



The mythical animal in West Lampung folklore

1. Deer: This animal is told to help the King of the Sukabanjar kingdom, whose 
name is Raja Serangjang. King Seranjang fought against the Dutch troops 
and was saved from death by a deer. Since then the deer and King Seranjang
have an agreement so that people from Sukabanjar Village do not eat deer 
meat.

2. 2. Dragons: Dragons are believed to inhabit Lake Ranau. This dragon comes 
from kelekup (kentongan) gangsa which has supernatural powers to cure 
all diseases. This kelekup became the target of the thieves and was fought 
over so that the kelekup was thrown into the lake and turned into a dragon. 
The dragon will inhabit the lake and will appear when the lake is polluted.

3. 3. Dragon: There is a belief that the Buay (descendants) of Lampung comes 
from a dragon that incubates eggs, each egg inherits tribes in Lampung 
(Amran, 2016)



The mythical animal in Way Kanan folklore

1. Jungle fowl: A taboo for the people of Gunung Sangkaran, especially Buay 
(descendants) of Bahuga to eat jungle fowl. This is because their jungle fowl 
lost in the fight so that the descendants of Buay Bahuga were forbidden to 
eat partridge meat because the jungle fowl became a symbol of defeat.

2. Turtle: There is a waterfall named Curug Gangsa (yellow). According to local 
people, the yellow color appears because of the turtles entrenched at the 
bottom of the river. The water that falls continuously hits the yellow turtle's 
back, so that the spilled water looks yellow. The water is believed to contain 
certain properties.



The mythical animal in the folklore of Central Lampung

• 1. White Crocodile (1): a demon that inhabits the Way Seputih River. The river 
in question is in the Tulungbuyut area. This crocodile appears several times a 
year. Every time he appeared, someone from the village would disappear 
somewhere. This crocodile dwells in the river and when disturbed it will 
reveal its large form. According to the story, this crocodile guards the 
treasures stored at the bottom of the Way Seputih river.

• 2. White Crocodile (2): Crocodile who was defeated by the magic man because 
the crocodile was blocking the flow of the river. As a result of his defeat, the 
river water becomes white and will not dry up even in the dry season. The 
river is named Way Seputih.

• 3. Garuda: According to the belief of the people in the village of Tulungbuyut, 
the garuda is a bird that originates from the village so that the bird is sacred.



Conclusion
The people of Lampung, especially those who still hold on to customs and 
traditions as their guide for life, believe in supernatural powers in the 
form of animals as an effort to protect nature and ancestral heritage from 
damage and extinction. The people of Lampung also appreciate the 
folklore that lives in society by transmitting folklore through oral 
traditions, both within the family scope, as well as the local government 
which has begun to make policies that lead to the protection of the 
traditions of the Lampung people. Folklore in its various forms is part of a 
very valuable asset, the contribution of local wisdom to values in family 
life, personal attitudes and social life.
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