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Introduction
FPBS UPI

• Language learners do not live in idealized, homogeneous 
communities (Ellis, 1985; Krashen, 1981; Schumann, 1978; Stren, 
1983; Norton, 2006)

• Relationship between learner identity and language learning

• In second or foreign language learning, classrooms can act as the sites 
of struggles of learner’s identity construction and negotiation.



Literature Review
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• Motivation and Investment (Norton, 2010)

• Identity is a complex and multi-dimensional concept (Gandana, 2008 
in Gandana and Nissa, 2020). 

• Imagined Community: Professional growth, the manifestation of 
learner’s investment is expected to result the actualization of both 
imagined communities and imagined identities (Norton, 2014)



Method
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A narrative inquiry: experience-centered

Two English postgraduate students: me and Susan

Semi-structured interview and reviewing personal narrative text

The data as a bottom-up, inductive and emergent process 



Findings and DiscussionFPBS UPI

• We, Elsah and Susan, both do have eagerness to be the great 
educators in the field of education by learning English in postgraduate 
school. 

• Meanwhile the imagined communities and imagined identities 
theoretical constructs (Norton, 2001) can be useful for investigating 
the learner’s identity construction process because these constructs 
are dealing with learner’s concerns for the future, as I and Susan do.  



Findings and DiscussionFPBS UPI

• new language being 
facilitative to the 
construction of English 
identity at the early 
stages. Linguistic 
identities played a role in 
both identity formation 

First 
encounter

• language is formulated 
not only as a linguistic 
system, but as a social 
practice in which 
experiences are organized 
and identities negotiated 

Being 
passionate 

• it has a significant role 
regarding the relationship 
between individuals and 
the larger social world.  

Life target



ConclusionFPBS UPI

• The construct of language learner identity does exist. 

• Within the poststructuralist approach, learners’ language learning 
investment as well as their imagined communities and imagined 
identities can be identified. 
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