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Introduction
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• Since early March 2020, Indonesia has become one of the countries affected by the pandemic COVID-19.
Until nowadays, the government continues to undertake various efforts to stop the virus's, ranging from work
from home to applying health protocol. However, the number of positive cases of COVID-19 is still counting.

• Knobel & Lankshear (2007) revealed that the term meme is widely used by internet users to describe the
absorption and rapid spread of an idea that is presented through writing, images, and various other cultural
units. Shifman (2013) stated that making memes can be used as a channel for social criticism. Besides being
useful as a critique of social, forms a meme is also found as a form of participation of the community to
criticize the policies created by the institutions of government when facing issues of particular as covid-19.

• Based on these problems, many memes have emerged that interpret criticism and satire, especially on
government policies related to ongoing issues. The focus of the problem in this study is that researchers
would like to know what meanings and signs are built in a meme as a form of citizen criticism of government
policies. From the focus of this research, this research should be able to explore signs with the right analysis
and describe the results of the analysis so that the correct meaning related to the COVID-19 meme is obtained
and the meaning behind netizen comments in the comments column of social media.



Literature Review
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• The researcher used semiotics Charles Sanders Pierce (in Hoed, 2011). 

• Pierce identified through the three signs as representative. The three signs are icons, symbols, and indexes. 
There are three stages in interpreting signs, the first is the representation aspect received by the five senses, 
then informed through cognition in the form of objects, and finally interpreting the object as desired (Hoed, 
2011). The icon is defined as a sign that resembles an object, a significant symbol that appears as a habit. 
Then the index, defined as a sign that appears cause and effect. 



Method
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• The researchers used qualitative descriptive methods and pragmatic semiotics intending to describe the
meanings and signs that appear in a COVID-19 meme.

• The data source in this study is a meme with the theme of covid-19 in the Instagram @poliklitik social media

account.

• Data collection was conducted from March 2020 to December 2020.

• The researchers used Peirce's thoughts to describe the signs and meanings of the meme. Peirce identified
through the three signs as representative (icons, symbols, indexes).



Findings and DiscussionFPBS UPI

• The researcher took three data but only one is described in this 
presentation. The memes taken from the @poliklitik Instagram account 
which were uploaded from March 2020 to December 2020

In meme (1), according to the significant element of Pierce, the

meme above is made using a caricature of two people. In the meme the

creator inserts dialogue. The dialogue in the meme is as follows:

One: wabah virus semakin merebak Pak, apa kota ini akan di lock down?

Two: Slow down baby, take it easy just let it flow..

One: no, no, no, no, tunggu dulu..

While the object elements in that meme were two people who were having

a dialogue using masks. One of them resembled a caricature of Mr.

Jokowi wearing glasses, as the President of Indonesia. While the other one

was a member of the Jokowi presidency.

As for the interpretant of the meme, the President, who was being invited

to discuss the virus outbreak in Indonesia, was getting more and more

widespread, suggesting that this city or this country should be locked

down. But the answer from the President meant that "later on, slowly, let

this virus just flow". Assuming that this virus will disappear and there was

no need to rush to close the city. The answer was also a fragment of a song

lyric from an Indonesian band. In the meme, members of the president

answered by continuing the lyric from the song the President had just

sung. As if this was just a situation not to worry about.

Figure 1. Meme was taken from the account of 

media Instagram @poliklitik



Findings and DiscussionFPBS UPI

• Netizens' discussion after the emergence of memes 
criticizing government policies in the comments 
column on the @poliklitik Instagram account is as 
follows:

Figure 2. Warganet's comments in 

the @ poliklitik's Instagram 

account

The comment column above was a form of discussion space that

emerged after the emergence of a meme about a government policy

in overcoming the problem of the pandemic in Indonesia. A free and

open discussion space allowed netizens to freely express their

opinions regarding these policies. Some support, reject, criticize, or

neutral. For example, confused whether to be sad or laughing at the

current condition" said the netizen that did not take sides or are

neutral to anyone.



ConclusionFPBS UPI

• Based on the memes that have been displayed and analyzed, it can be concluded that the meaning
contained in a meme can be different, depending on the phenomenon that is happening. The meme that
emerged with the theme of covid-19 is an expression of netizens caused by the government's policy in
dealing with covid-19. Netizens are free to express their opinions which are wrapped in a light and funny
way in a meme.

• In addition, in this case, memes were used as a tool to criticize government policies in dealing with covid
19 in Indonesia. Seen in various netizen comments in the comments column on social media. Through the
comments column, it could be seen that there are netizens who support, reject, or are neutral in accepting
government policies.
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