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Introduction 
  The story of the Ramayana has been adapted in various genres 

of literature, prose (short stories and novels), poetry and drama 
scripts. 

 The spread of the Ramayana epic into literature throughout the 
archipelago with various adaptations indicates that the 
Ramayana story was once popular and received a positive 
reception from the community. 

 Several Indonesian novels are based on the Ramayana story, one 
of them is by Kuntowijoyo in the novel Wasripin dan Satinah and 
Mantra Pejinak Ular 
 

 



Literature Review 
 Iser in his book The Act of Reading: A Theory of Aesthetic Response 

(1987) reveals the theory of aesthetic response and repertoire.  
 Repertoire can be identified through references to previous works 

or to a set of norms that form the basis of creation, namely social, 
historical, and overall cultural norms that appear in the text (Iser, 
1987: 69).  

 The aesthetic response must be understood in terms of the 
interaction between the text and the reader.  

 It is called an aesthetic response because it stimulates the 
imagination of the reader to give the desired effect (Iser, 2000: 
311). 



Method 
 Data analysis was carried out by 1) reading, 2) identification, 3) 

classification, 4) interpretation, and 5) inference.  
 This study used Wolfgang Iser's Aesthetic Response. Iser's theory 

of repertoire used in this study focuses on the process of 
interaction between the text and its readers to produce a 
response. Considering that a text will only give meaning when it is 
read (Iser, 1987), it is necessary to read the text in the novel WdS 
and MPU, by Kuntowijoyo to reveal the repertoire in it.  

 The method used is the reading method. The appropriate text 
reading method is the text criticism method. This research is a 
qualitative descriptive study. 
 



Findings and Discussion 
Rama Tambak Story in Mantra Pejinak Ular’s Novel 

 
 The novel by Kuntowijoyo contains previous references in the form of the 

Ramayana Epic, especially the Rama Tambak. 
 The story of Rama Tambak is an episode of the epic Ramayana which tells the 

story of Rama Wijaya's struggle to reclaim his wife (Dewi Sinta) who was 
kidnapped by Ravana. To reach the kingdom of Alengka (Ravana's Kingdom), 
Rama Wijaya had to build a pond (dam) connecting the mainland to the 
Alengka Kingdom. The creation of the pond was successful because he was 
helped by thousands of monkeys.  

 During the New Order era, Puppets (wayang) had political power. Puppets not 
only serve as public entertainment but also as media to convey the leader's 
political vision and mission through a performance. During the New Order era, 
the story of the Ramayana, especially Rama Tambak, was performed by many 
puppeteers in wayang kulit shows. The Rama Tambak puppet show is 
intensively staged, especially in August or the commemoration of 
independence day. 
 
 



Conclusion 
The results showed that 1) Kuntowijoyo's novel (Wasripin dan 
Satinah and Mantra Pejinak Ular) contained the Ramayana epic as 
a previous reference; 2) The background in the creation of the novel 
was from the Javanese puppet story, especially the Rama Tambak; 
3) The Ramayana epic that appears in Kuntowijoyo's novel has an 
intention, which is to describe the New Order era in utilizing puppet 
as media to convey political vision and mission. 
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