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Introduction
• Today's modern society is very familiar with social media. Social media has an important role as a place for

communication that is very effective and efficient for its users. Such information can be accessed through social
media very quickly. The latest news can be obtained only by reading on social media. It is because the role of
social media as a forum for socializing with the outside world is quite increasing.

• Access to the latest news or information is very easy and has a wide reach throughout the region. Likewise, the
Pontianak area, the community currently has a very good communication and affordable network. For the
Pontianak community, social media is a place for self-existence in using regional languages, especially
Pontianak Malay as a characteristic of their regional language. This was found in news posts on social media
reporting about an incident that happened around Pontianak, network citizens racing to respond with Pontianak
Malay.

• The use of Malay on social networks by most Pontianak people indicates that the existence of the regional
language is still maintained. On the other hand, as a place for self-existence for Malay users with the aim that the
Malay language is also very easy to understand and understand as a medium of communication.

• The existence of the Malay language in the Archipelago has influenced it since the 15th century trading era,
namely as a lingua franca. In his position as lingua franca, Ismaail in Abror (2009) said that Malay is the most
widespread language and has a variety of pronunciation methods or is cosmopolitan, both in the archipelago
and Southeast Asia.

• Based on the background above, the problem of this research is how the form of using the Malay language as a
form of self-existence of the Pontianak people on Social Media. The purpose of this study is to analyze the form of
using Malay as a form of self-existence of the Pontianak community on social media.



Literature Review
• Moeliono in Zulaeha (2017: 43), there are several practical thoughts that can be used as a basis for maintaining regional

languages, namely (1) using regional languages on various occasions in the family realm, in meeting forums, and in
educational institutions, (2) popularizing the use of regional languages in the mass media (print and electronic), such as
newspapers, books, magazines, radio, television, and so on, (3) fight for the regional language to become a language
that should be maintained and developed by the government and society.

• Zulaeha (2017: 42) that the facts of maintaining regional languages as part of the existence of languages and treasures
of national cultural wealth are an urgent problem carried out by the local community, especially in the family sphere and
the scope of education. Although in general the preservation of language is a colletive decision by a community or
language speech society to keep using the language (Fasold, 1984).

• Gusti Nyoman Mastini, et al (2021) entitled The Role of Instagram Social Media in Efforts to Maintain Balinese Language
Extensions. The results of his research show that many Instagram social media accounts use Balinese, so it can be
concluded that social media has a very important role in maintaining the existence of the Balinese language. Yudita
Susanti, et al. (2021) with the title The Existence of Sintang Malay language on Banner Media in Preventing the Spread of
Covid-19 in Sintang Regency (Ethnolinguistic Studies). Based on the results of the study, it was found that there was a
monomorphemic and polymorpheric formation.

• This research is different from previous studies. This study analyzed the use of regional languages as a form of self-
existence in communicating on social media as a form of maintaining regional languages. The phenomenon of the use
of regional languages, especially Malay by the community of Pontianak.



Method
• Qualitative method. Data collection techniques by listening and recording (Sutopo,

2006, pp.113-116). The data in this study are in the form of basic words, afixed words,
abreviation, greetings, and contractions.

• In this study, data was obtained from the posts or comments of the Pontianak
community in the use of Malay on social media, on Facebook, Instagram, and
Twitter. The data analysis technique in this study follows the analysis model
developed by Miles and Huberman in Sutopo (2006, pp.113-116) which is a
interactive analysis model, through three components, including 1) data reduction,
2) data presentation, and 3) drawing conclusions and verification. The method of
presenting the results of the analysis is described in an informal narrative manner,
that is, through words, sentences and other forms of narrative.



Findings and Discussion*
Basic Forms of Malay 
• The term basic form is chosen among the

main classes of words, such as noun, verbs,
adjectives, and numerals (Editorial Team of
the PUPI Language Center, 2007, p. 23).

Affixed Forms
is composed of basic forms by the addition of
prefixes, infixes, suffixes, and prefixes according to
the rules of word formation. The term form of affix
denotes an orderly connection between form and
its meaning (p. 23-24).



Greetings Words
As Crystal argues in Damayanti (2014, p. 22) greeting
is a way of referring to a person in a linguistic
interaction carried out directly, which is analyzed,
namely the types of participants who are
distinguished based on social situations and the rules
proposed to explain the writing of the use of terms
carried out by the speaker, such as the use of the first
name, title, and pronominal (pronoun).

Repetition Forms
The term repetition forms can be a replay of the 
basic form in whole or in part with or without the 
recurrence and alteration of the sound (Editorial 
Team of the PUPI Language Center, 2007, pp. 27-
28).



Shortening or Abreviation
Abreviation is the process of removing one or more
lexeme parts or a combination of lexems so as to
produce a new form that has the status of a word
(Kridalaksana, 2014, p. 159).

Contraction
Contraction, which is a shortening process that
summarizes the basic lexeme or combined lexeme
(Kridalaksana, 2014, p. 162). The use of this
contraction is commonly carried out by internet
citizens on social media in order to take advantage
of the limitations of the existing media.



Conclusion
Based on the results of the analysis above, the use of Malay for the
Pontianak community as a form of self-existence on social media
consists of six (6) types of language forms including the basic form of
Malay, the form of afixes, the greeting words, repetition, shortening or
abreviation, and contraction. The use of Malay for the community of
Pontianak in communicating through social media shows that local
people want to be more familiar, more comfortable and easy to
understand in interacting with each other. On the other hand,
unknowingly for users of the Malay language this is one way to maintain
and preserve the Pontianak Malay language so as not to be shifted by
other languages.
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