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Introduction
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• The existence of the Indonesian language is guaranteed in Law
Number 24 of 2009 concerning the national flag, language, and state
symbol.

• Hootsuite (2020) reported that Indonesian spent at least 7 hours a
day for virtual activities. Besides, YouTube ranked first reaching 88%
with 16-28 years old users.

• Virtual spaces are heterogenous resulting in competition between the
Indonesian language and others. Thus, it is important to maintain the
Indonesian language by proudly using it in virtual spaces.
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• If virtual spaces are not utilized well, then the chance of shifting the
Indonesian language in the virtual space is higher.

• YouTube becomes an opportunity for Indonesian to introduce,
maintain, and being proud of the Indonesian language in virtual
spaces.

• A study by Chadijah (2017), a student of Polibisnis Purwakarta
revealed that the Indonesian language was rigid and official so that
students prefer foreign language over Indonesian equivalents.



Literature Review
FPBS UPI

• Sociolinguistics

Sumarsono (2014: 1), defines sociolinguistics as a study of language
related to the condition of the community.

• Language Attitudes

Garvin and Mathiot (in Fishman, 1968), propose the characteristics of a
speaker with a positive attitude are language loyalty, language pride, and
awareness of language norms.

• Language Pride

Garvin and Mathiot (in Fishman, 1968) mention that language pride
encourages the speaker to develop the language and use it as the identity
for the unity of the group.



Nihongo Mantappu’s YouTube 
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Nihongo Mantappu is a YouTube channel owned by an
Indonesian YouTuber, Jerome Polin Sijabat. Jerome Polin
Sijabat who is often called Jerome was born on May 2, 1998,
and he grew up in Surabaya. Jerome is a student majoring in
Mathematics at Waseda University, Japan. He often creates
content about his daily activities while studying in Japan,
educational content in the form of quizzes and math
problems, and other content for introducing Indonesian
culture including clothes, foods, people, language, and
others. Sometimes, he introduces the cultural differences
between Indonesia and Japan. The number of followers of
his YouTube channel has reached 6.97 million followers to
date. In creating his YouTube content, he always involves his
friends from Japan. Further, he is always enthusiastic when
introducing Indonesian culture to his Japanese friends.
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• Setting: This study was conducted for 8 months from April to November
2021.

• Data: The data were the content of Nihongo Mantappu’s YouTube channel
and the netizens' comments in the comment section.

• Sources of Data: The data were obtained from Nihongo Mantappu’s
YouTube channel.

• Data Collection: Data were collected by downloading and note-taking
techniques.

• Data Analysis: Data were analyzed using the sociolinguistics approach,
especially the theory of attitude by Garvin dan Mathiot (1968).
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Jerome Polin Sijabat feels proud to speak Indonesian. It was characterized by
the use of identity as an Indonesian speaker. Jerome Polin Sijabat introduces
Indonesian to his Japanese friends through the following ways:
• Asking
• Kidding
• Responding
• Explaining/informing
• Inviting
• Commanding
• Promoting
• Quiz
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Based on the findings, Jerome Polin Sijabat often involves his friends from
Japan, China, or South Korea in his YouTube content. He always inserts the
Indonesian language, even he deliberately creates content related to the
Indonesian language such as quiz on animal names, heroes, islands, foods,
actresses/actors, and others in Indonesia. Therefore, he indirectly introduces
the Indonesian language through the correct spelling in Indonesian. Further,
he also often deliberately invites his friends to communicate using the
Indonesian language. His friends are native Japanese speakers and he is a
minority Indonesian speaker. However, he remains proud and tries to
introduce the Indonesian language to his friends. His efforts in introducing
Indonesian made his friends interested in learning the Indonesian language,
even Otsuka, Yasuke, and Tomo who came from the Mathematics
department took Indonesian language courses at Waseda University, Japan.



ConclusionFPBS UPI

Based on the findings and analysis, it can be concluded that Jerome
Polin Sijabat has positive attitudes towards Indonesian languag. He is
one of the Indonesian speakers who is proud of Indonesian language.
Thus, he is motivated to introduce and develop Indonesian in virtual
spaces.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hfqj-R-sa2g&t=218s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JCS4mW6sOsc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CvbHf2upqsg&t=606s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q_wQ6zLrvh8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hqPt1iQ9PSQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pVP8Cp_UskM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q_wQ6zLrvh8&t=34s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GuS9Ta28ZrE
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