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Introduction
▪ Exile is identical with a condition of aleniation that befell men (Kavolis, 1992). Whereas 

colonial subjects were not only the men, but also the women.

▪ Women received special discrimination because women were counted in every 

analysis of colonial oppression. Women experience alienation in various forms and 

conditions, but the main point of this research is political isolation.

▪ The intellectual life of women was considered a danger to those in power and 

received more attention from the colonial side. If it is considered dangerous then the 

last option is to be exiled.



Literature Review

In general, postcolonial refers to 

the continuing effects of the 

history of racism, as well as the 

changing forms of oppression 

embedded in contemporary 

international relations, the 

existence of national liberation 

movements in the majority of

the world's countries (Given, 

2008, p. 651)

In colony settlements, women's 
bodies are constructed as part 
of transgressive sexuality, 
where their bodies are often 
used as discourses of power of 
a different kind (Ashcroft et al., 
2007, p. 95)

Isolation creates physical 

distance from the homeland 

(Das et al., 2021) which means 

it also creates separation from 

relatives and familiar places 

(Said, 2014, p. 39). Therefore, 

being in exile is an ironic 

condition, because it can create 

physical and psychological 

instability (Group, 2021)
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Method

Research Type
▪Descriptive Qualitative Method
Data Source
▪ The Novel De Liefde by Afifah Afra published 2010
Collecting Data Technique
▪ Literature review



Findings and Discussion*

No Aspects Studied Problem Focus
Amount of 

Data

1. How is the life of women 
in exile

language experience 19

community experience 25

historical experience 12

identity erosion resistance
experience

19

mythological experience 0

2. spirit of seclusion happy with the idea of unhappiness 12

Total 87



Findings and Discussion*
No. Findings Discussion

1. Language experience Being in exile does not mean completely alienated from human interaction. 
Communication activities still exist and can run as they should. Sekar who was exiled 
in the Netherlands can communicate fluently using Dutch. This is also related to 
Sekar's background, who studied at ELS, MULO, and AMS with Dutch as the language 
of instruction. However, when Sekar was in Germany, language became the main 
obstacle in communicating.

2. Community experience The existence of the community in exile cannot be separated from language. 
Communities built by exiles usually aim to build closeness and to maintain their 
identity while in exile. The similarity of background and self-identity is what makes 
them (exiles from the same country) form a community.



No. Findings Discussion

3. Historical experience Indigenous women experience various discriminations, both by their own people 
and by the colonial nation. Javanese women are identical with the title konco
wingking, and experience racial and gender discrimination. However, there are also 
indigenous noble women who have the opportunity to receive education, so they 
have an awareness of the existence of a patriarchal culture in society.

4. Identity erosion resistance
experience

The cause of his identity erosion during his exile was not only his pain and painful 
infinity, his forgetfulness, detachment, and indifference. However, it can also be 
caused by the luxury of the facilities and places they have, so they are trapped in 
their comfort zone and lose their identity and sense of nationalism. Efforts to fight 
against the erosion of identity found in the novel are carried out by rebuilding one's 
identity, introducing, protecting, and being responsible for one's own identity.

Findings and Discussion*



No. Findings Discussion

5. Happy with the idea of 
unhappiness

For an intellectual who fights for the rights of the marginalized, the existence of exile 
is no longer a scourge. Women who took part in the struggle activities also did not 
feel afraid if at any time they had to be exiled. The image of exile which is full of 
unhappiness ideas such as misery, sadness, full of torture, and isolation no longer 
hinders the spirit in the struggle. Exile is exalted as a symbol of the highest resistance 
and creates a feeling of pleasure in it.

Findings and Discussion*



Conclusion
▪ Exile has a dominant viewpoint for a fate that is more suitable for men. Even though the exiled women also have 

their own experiences. For exiled women, exile is no longer a scourge, but a place that proves a commitment to 

struggle. 

▪ The intellectual female character described by Afra has a strong self-identity, as evidenced by her experience 

while in exile. Mastery of language while in exile makes it easier to communicate and the limitations of language 

mastery become a scourge in itself. Someone who is exiled will also instinctively look for the 'same' group with his 

background and vision and mission. Javanese women have a long history both among themselves and among 

the colonial nation, such as racial and gender discrimination. While in exile, there is an erosion or erosion of self-

identity which aims to eliminate his sense of nationality. Therefore, resistance is needed both from internal and 

external sources. Although seclusion is synonymous with misery, it does not hinder the spirit and desire of women 

to be in exile. This is because exile according to them is a symbol of the highest struggle.
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