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Introduction
The progress of globalization affects the mindset, attitudes, and behavior of people towards a modern one. The progress that has
occurred in Indonesia requires citizens to experience various changes in their way of life, lifestyle, and even their outlook on life.

These changes have threatened the existence of local traditions, including traditional heritage, customs, values, identities, and 
symbols of life in society.

These changes also occurred in the Kanayatn Dayak community in the hill area, which tended to already have a business-minded 
mindset, and this made changes in their way of life. It can be said that the people already have a more advanced mindset, 
attitude, and behavior. The better understanding of the village community in general threatens the existence and resilience of 
customs, especially oral traditions as the local cultural heritage of the Kanayatn Dayak tribe.

For this reason, it is necessary to explore the existence of the value of local wisdom in the Dayak Kanayatn oral tradition in the hill 
area as an effort to maintain the oral tradition which is also closely related to language as an oral communication tool for the
Kanayatn Dayak community.



Literature Review

Based on the background of the research that 
has been described previously, the research on 
the existence of local wisdom values in the oral 
tradition of the Dayak Kanayatan community in 
the hill area was studied using several literature 
reviews of local wisdom values, oral traditions, 
and anthropolinguistic approaches, namely the 
field of science that examines culture in relation 

to language.

Widyanti (2016) states that local wisdom is part of a cultural 
product that is used as a guide for life because of the many values 

that can be taken. According to Supriatin (2012) the 
understanding of oral tradition does not only revolve around 

giving a space so that the tradition can be held, but textually and 
contextually, the oral tradition must also be understood. The goal 
is that the values inherent in the oral tradition can be understood 

by people in the modern era. Sibarani (2015) states that oral 
tradition is part of performance, namely language is understood in 

the process of communicative activities, actions, and 
performances, which require creativity. Language as a lingual 
element that stores cultural resources cannot be understood 

separately from the performances or activities of the language.

Duranti (1997) states that anthropolinguistics is 
the study of language as a source of culture and 
speaking as a cultural practice. Sibarani (2004) 

linguistic anthropology (linguistic anthropology) 
is an interdisciplinary field of science that studies 
the relationship of language with the intricacies 

of human life, including culture as the core 
intricacies of human life. Sutton (2021) suggests 

that anthropolinguistics seeks to uncover the 
meaning behind the use of language in culture.



Method

Ethnography (Spradley)

5. To do analysis Interview ethnographic 6. Write report ethnography

Ethnography (Spradley)

3. Make notes ethnographic 4. Submit question descriptive

Ethnography (Spradley)
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Findings and Discussion*
Data Code Oral Tradition Value of Local Wisdom

A1 Osolatn Life Story Value

A2 Lala' The Value of Human Relations with 
Nature

A3 Gawe Values of Human Way of Life

A4 Batalah Fortune Value

A5 Barapus Valueof Happy Life

Table.1 Research Data



Findings and Discussion*
• A1 Existence of Life Story Values in Oral Tradition Osolatn.
The existence of life story values that are believed by the Kanayatn Dayak community in
the osolatn oral tradition is a place for the maintenance and preservation of oral
culture. In the culture of the Kanayatn Dayak community in the osolatn hill area, it is the
story of the origin of the lineage or also called the genealogy of a family that can be
traced through a story or utterance by an elder in the family. The oral tradition of
osolatn is usually spoken in the form of ordinary chat or dialogue between families
gathered. The Kanayatn Dayak community still holds this oral tradition as something
that must be said, because with the osolatn tradition the Kanayatn Dayak community
can know and gain an understanding of where they come from.
• A2 The Existence of the Value of Human Relations with Nature in the 'Lala' Oral 

Tradition.
Reflecting the value of the relationship between humans and nature in the lala' oral
tradition is a kind of abstinence or prohibition for the Kanayatn Dayak community to eat
certain types of food, abstain from doing certain jobs and not to say anything. This
period of abstinence is regulated according to the traditions of the community
concerned, for example it is carried out for three days, seven days, forty-four days, and
even for life. The goal is to avoid danger, or strength can be increased, or intentions in
work can be granted.



Findings and Discussion*
• A3 The Existence of Values of Human Way of Life in the Oral Tradition of 

'Gawe'.
Reflecting the value of human life in the oral tradition of gawe is part of the customs of a thanksgiving
party or marks the beginning of a new life, such as post-harvest gawe, gawe balak (early adolescence),
gawe Panganten (leading a new life with a family). The effort to show the value of human way of life in
the culture of the Dayak Kanayatn people in the hill area is a good understanding.

• A4The Existence of the Value of Fortune in the Oral Tradition of 'Batalah''.
The value of luck reflected in the batalah oral tradition is part of the understanding of the Kanayatn
Dayak community regarding the safety of life related to the name of a newborn child. The
Kanayatn Dayak community believes that the name given is very influential on the behavior of
children in the future or as adults. The belief in the value of luck related to the good behavior of
children and the safety of children when they grow up is manifested by the batalah oral tradition.
• A5 Existence of the Value of Happy Life in the Oral Tradition of 'Barapus'.
The value of a happy life that is believed by the Dayak Kanayatn community is a public
belief about eternal life after death in the world. In fact, the oral tradition of barapus is
carried out three days after the funeral to inform the deceased that he has passed away
to eternal life.



Conclusion
Based on research that has been carried out with limitations, it is 

found that the existence of local wisdom values in the oral tradition of 
the Dayak Kanayatn hill area community through anthropolinguistic
studies, includes five values of local wisdom; 1) Value of life story; 2) 
The value of human relations with nature; 3) The value of the human 
way of life; 4) The value of luck; 5) The value of a happy life.

Furthermore, the value of local wisdom which is reflected in the 
oral tradition of the Kanayatn Dayak community is a guideline for the 
attitude of cultural life that is integrated in the life of the local 
community, through an anthropolinguistic perspective, the values of 
local wisdom in the oral tradition are a manifestation of language as a 
cultural practice, and a community communication system.
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