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Introduction: Why Negeri 5 Menara
• reprinted thirty times until 2021 ; translated into English ; filmed in 2012; trilogy (2011 –

2013). 
• Ahmad Fuadi was in the Indonesian delegation for Frankfurt Book Fair in 2012 and 2015. 
• among the recommended novels for Junior and High School students (Badan Standar

Nasional Pendidikan )
• remains in the top ten best novels on GoodReads list until now. 
• Discursive formation that shapes  NLM’s readership  the rise of Islamic literature ; 

digital rating (the discursive reading preferences); government’s recommendation 
(BSNP) ; academic discussions



Method: Contrapuntal Reading
• the approach which “takes into account the perspectives of both imperialism 

and anti-imperial resistance”
• one single experience is perceived from differing perspectives as we relate it 

with the complexities of the relationship between imperial societies and their 
colonies (Ashcroft & Ahluwalia 1999). 

• Therefore, instead of only refusing a certain dominant cultural perspective, a 
contrapuntal reading allows one to show the intricacies of any competing 
perspectives embodied in the text, with an awareness of any absence, or 
silenced histories and voices, to “draw out, extend, give emphasis and voice to 
what is silent or marginally present or ideologically represented” in the novel 
examined (Said, 1993). 



Contextua lizing  colon ia l d iscourse in  NLM
• The la rge readership  of the novel
• the d iscussions on the novel a re quite abound, but tend  to focus on the 

m ora l and  educationa l aspects of the novel, overlooking  other litera ry 
fea tures of the novel 

• the neg lect on the controversia l Nelson colum n is quite bewildering  
c o lo n ia l d is c o u rs e  p u rp o rts  to  c o n s tru c t “th e  c o lo n ize d  a s  a  p o p u la tio n  
o f d e g e n e ra te  typ e s  o n  th e  b a s is  o f ra c ia l o rig in ” to  le g itim ize  
c o lo n iza tio n  (Bh a b h a , 19 9 4 )

• th e  d e m o c ra tiza tio n  o f ‘re a d in g  ta s te ’ h a s  re s u lte d  in  th e  e xc lu s io n  o f 
re n o wn e d  write rs  s u c h  a s  Um a r Ka ya m , Da n a rto , Bu d i Da rm a , 
Ku n to wijo yo , a n d  Lin u s  Su rya d i (Ta u m , 20 19 ) . 



Findings and Discussion
• The rise of Islamic novels  Islamic identity politics used to be much 

restricted in the formal political arena under the repressive New Order 
regime, so it  worked discursively through the “non-state agents” 
popular culture : films and novels

• The burgeoning identity politics of Islam is made possible by the absence of 
such a “single social force”

• The dream of modernity  the narrator’s modern consciousness 
encapsulated in his dream to go West for education conforms with the 
modern ideology which divides realities into dualistic entities of subject-
object, spiritual-material, and man-nature which bears various 
consequences, including objectification of human and materialism



• the dichotomy of the West as the center and the East as the 
periphery is underpinned by the representations of the powerless 
peripheryKampung liliput, disfavor Islamic schools,  against the 
powerful center represented by big cities as opposed to kampung, 
Java island as opposed to Sumatra island, and European and the U.S. 
as opposed to Indonesia. 

• “imperialist venture”  echoing the idea of the West as the Center of 
the world as opposed to the rest of the world (Said, 1993; Said, 1979). 

• Challenging Nelson Collumbus the issue of slavery is excluded in 
Nelson’s legacy ; the fact that the novel reserves critical views on the 
repercussions of the fateful arrival of Columbus in America  evades 
refutation of the imperialist views 





Conclusion
• synchronize counterpoints the juxtaposition of the East and the West, 

proposition of the possible peaceful coexistence of the two  can be 
perceived as a suppressed consciousness of colonial subjugation & 
reaffirms the uncritical judgement toward colonial and racism practice. 

• The reluctance to endow either a confirmatory approval for, or 
denunciation of colonial and racial practice that are concealed behind the 
glorification of the personal achievement of the main characters, as 
suggested in the muted background of the symbolic Nelson’s column at the 
Trafalgar square and the marginalization of the native Americans, shows 
that the novel unwittingly submits to the dominant narratives about the 
supremacy of the West.
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