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• Research along the Batang Hari River has uncovered a number of sites from the Hindu-Buddhist period. In the downstream part, 

the Muara Jambi temple complex covers an area of 4000 hectares and occupies an area along the Batang Hari River for almost 7.5 

km. In the upstream area of the Batang Hari River, a number of Hindu-Buddhist sites were found, such as the Padangroco and 

Awang Amongbiak sites. And the biggest is the Sawah Island temple complex. 

 

• The discovery of archaeological presence in the upstream area of the Batanghari River cannot be separated from the results of a 

survey conducted by Westeneck (a mapping expert) in 1909. His written report revealed that in places such as Pulau Sawah, Lubuk 

Bulan, and Padang Roco, many remains were found. - the remains of a former brick foundation of an ancient building (Amran, 

1981:16--17). After that report, it wasn't until 1920 that Callenfels reported the existence of the remains of buildings in the same 

location. In 1935 a Dutch researcher, F.M. Schnitger conducted excavations on archaeological sites in the upstream area of the 

Batanghari River, especially at the Padangroco Site. The National Archaeological Research Center conducted surveys and 

excavations at this site i



Location Situs Pulau Sawah 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Administrative  Sawah Island Enshrinement is in the area of Pulau Sawah Hamlet, Siguntur Village, Sub-District 
Pulau Punjung, Dharmasraya Regency, West Sumatra Province, 
 
Sawah Island temple is currently known to have at least 12 weeks, which are suspected to contain remnants of building structures 
made of bricks and spread over a rubber plantation area within a radius of 2 hectares. 
Munggu is a local term to describe a small hill that was formed due to the collapse of a building buried under the ground. This 
temple is located on the north side of the Batang Hari River and is about 5 -10 meters above the surface of the Batang Hari River 
Day 
 

It can be said that the temple complex is located on an alluvial floodplain with an alluvial floodplain 
 morphological unit surrounded by hills to the north and west and the Baranghari river flow on the south and east sides. 



 
 

Munggu distribution at  Pulau Sawah Site 
 
 

 

 

The distribution is lined up from west to east (see map) but the lack of research 



and the size of the temple area so that until now the distribution pattern of the temples 

in the Pulau Sawah Temple Complex has not been determined. Only two sectors 

namely Pulau Sawah I and Pulau Sawah II which have been restored while the 

rest are still under research 

 

 
 
 
 



Sawah Island Temple I 

Pulau Sawah I Temple is only a small part of the foot of the building with a square plan measuring 10.5 x 10.5 m. The north 

side wall has two displays. While in the center of the temple structure there are two holes measuring 

2.25 x 2.25 meters. The remaining structure of the building is only the foot of the temple as high as 1 meter. The structure of 

this building 

has two floors west and east sides. As for the floor on the west side, it seems that many layers of bricks have been lost due to 

being excavated by local residents. The east side floor which is suspected to be the corridor of the temple is 85 cm wide. At 

the time of research, the outer side of the temple structure was filled with boulder-sized andesite stone 

  



 

Temple II 

Pulau Sawah II Temple has two building structures that are inside a perimeter fence. 

The two remaining structures of the building have not been restored, so their shape and 

extent cannot be known. The rest of the building structure I is in the middle of the perimeter 

fence while the second building structure which only leaves the foot of the temple building is 

in the northeast of the rest of the building structure I. 
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Pulau Sawah VII 

 

 

Candi Pulau Sawah VII 



 

 



Sawah Island Temple VII 

• • Found 37 pots at Pulau Sawah VII Temple 

• • the contents of the pots are not yet fully known, but from the three pots that 

have been removed 

• • one of them has a pot containing an inscription in the form of a folded gold 

sheet containing an inscription of the Buddha. 

• • The inscription written on the gold sheet (suwarṇa-pattra) was found to be 

no longer intact, the left side of the inscription plate was missing. The top is 

longer than the bottom and is slightly rounded at both ends. The size of the 

inscription that can be measured is the length of the bottom 6.1 cm and the 

top 5.9 cm long, and 2.4 cm wide  

. 



The results of the reading of the inscriptions found showed that the inscriptions were written with Old 

Malay script in Sanskrit, from the shape of the letters and writings it was known that the script used 

was ancient Javanese script from the 9th-10th century AD. 
 

 

 

Golden Inscription form Candi Pulau Sawah VII 
 



• In another pot, found a gold needle 3 cm long. The top of the needle has a small hole to insert the thread and at the bottom it is 

made sharp, unfortunately the tip of the gold needle looks broken / split in two. The needle looks no longer straight and curved at the 

bottom end, but it is also too risky to straighten considering that there are at least two points of cracks (fractures) in the needle shaft 

which if forced can also cause the needle rod to break. 

• The existence of needles in the pot if it is associated with the purpose of building a stupa, then the establishment of a stupa is 

actually intended to store relics of Buddha figures, scriptures, or anything that can radiate holy power. In India, the pract ice of 

erecting stupas is a tradition that goes back thousands of years even before the time of the Buddha known as caitya or  dhātugarbha. 

The stupa was then intended to store physical relics (dhatus) whose construction was ordered by the Buddha in the 

Mahaparinibbana Sutta. (Dorjee, 2001:viii). 

• The practice of burial ceremonies in Buddhism is carried out by cremation. The tradition of cremating someone who died was 

previously unknown in the archipelago and this tradition was introduced by Buddhism to the archipelago. In addition, the trea tment 

of cremating the body is also exemplified in the body of Gautama Buddha, whose ashes are then stored in eight different stupas in 

India (Blum, 2004:205). 

• Alternatively, the presence of a golden needle in one of these containers could also be a symbol of the embodiment of a 

bodhisattva in Buddhism. Marici is a bodhisattva character who is always depicted carrying a needle and thread that is used to sew 

the mouth and eyes of evildoers. Marici statues are quite common in India and are also found in Tibet and China (Bhattacharyy a 

1958:208). If so, then the other pots should be filled with the other bodhisattvas found in Tantrayana Buddhas. 
 
 

 
 
  



 
Pulau Sawah VIIa Temple is not far from Pulau Sawah VII Temple. 
• 
 The find is a brick structure with a rounded plan with a diameter of about 3 meters. Based on the initial analysis, it is suspected as a 
stupa structure. 
• As a stupa, it will be clearly visible when viewed from the side in the form of a brick arrangement with steps as a sign that the 
hallmark of the rest of this building is a stupa. However, it is also possible that the stupa is not above the body structure of the temple. 
In the sense that the discovery of the brick structure in Munggu is not a stupa in the context of the roof / peak of the temple building, 
but a stupa that stands alone. At the time of excavation, one part of the crown of the Awalokiteswara statue was found. Unfortunately 
this finding was not followed by the findings of other parts of the stone statue. However, it can be expected if the height of the crown 
which reaches about 26 cm is used by the large statue of Dhyani Boddhisatva Awalokiteswara. 

. 

•   



statues 
 
 

Arca Awalokiteswara Amoghapasa 

empat temuan :Candi Pulau Sawah II 

Tempat Penyimpanan : BPCB Batu Sangkar 

Bahan  : Perunggu 

Ukuran : tinggi 15 cm 

Kondisi : relatif utuh 

Keterangan : Arca digambarkan dalam posisi berdiri 

samabangha, bertangan delapan namun beberapa telapak tangan dan laksana 

pada tangan hilang. Arca memakai mahkota jatamakuta yang pada bagian 

tengahnya terdapat ruang kecil berisi arca Amitabha dalam posisi duduk, 

memakai kelat bahu dari kiri ke kanan, dan pakaian terbuat dari kulit harimau 

yang terlihat kepala harimau di paha kanannya, kain mulai dari pusar sampai 

ke mata kaki, mengenakan ikat pinggang yang diikat di depan perut. Dari 

gaya seni arca diduga berasal dari abad ke-8/9 M. Kehadiran arca 

Awalokiteswara Amoghapasa di Pulau Sawah menunjukkan bahwa 

pemujaan tantrayana sudah dilakukan di kawasan ini. 



Fragmen tangan arca 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Fragment of the Crown of the 

Avalokotesvara Statue Same as found 

in the 9th Century Shiva Prambanan 

temple 

Mendalion 

 

 

 
 



 
 



Amogasiddhi 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 

 



Conclusion 

• The existence of about 11 temples in the Sawah Island enshrinement complex proves the existence of the Malay 

Kingdom since the 7th century AD. From the Chinese news written by I-tsing, it was stated that one time (around the 

670s) the Malay Kingdom had been part of the Sriwijaya Kingdom (Groenevelt, 1960). Between these two kingdoms 

there was competition and domination of each other. One time, when Srivijaya was caught off guard, the Malays rose 

again by sending their envoys to China. For example, around the middle of the XI century AD, when the Srivijaya empire 

was weakened by the attack of the Cola Kingdom, the Malays took advantage of the opportunity to rise again. An 

inscription found in Sri Lanka states that during the reign of Vijayabahu in Sri Lanka (1055–1100 AD), Prince 

Suryanarayana in Malayapura (Malayu) succeeded in holding the reins of government in Suwarnapura (Sumatra) 

(Wolters, 1970: 92–92). 

 

• Looking at the findings from the excavations of the statues in the Sawah Island and Padang Roco temple areas from the 

8th-9th centuries AD, it is concluded that these temples date back to the time of the Old Malay/Sriwijaya Kingdom. Then 

this area continued to develop until later times such as the Rambah Site and Maombiak Clouds from the later 13th-14th 

centuries AD related to the Pamalayu expedition. Thus it can be made 

the conclusion that the Sawah Island Temple Complex is the oldest Buddhist site in the region 

Dharmasraya. 
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